Globally, higher education |nst|tut|ons %}& :

attract significant numbers
international students each year.

The United Kingdom has targeted a
yearly increase of international students
to 600,000 by 2030 (Department for
Education, 2019).

International students constitute
students from native and non-native
English speaking countries; who travel to
foreign  countries for educational
purposes (UNESCO, 2020).

Although some international students
encounter challenge as a result of their
studies in foreign countries, students
from non-native  English  speaking
countries encounter greater challenges
due to English being a second or foreign
language.
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English language challenges of
International non-native students:

¢ Unique skill deficiencies with varying
emphasis on reading, listening and
writing

e Challenges with comprehension of
slangs and colloquial words

¢ Reduced quality and extent of
interaction with peers, supervisors
and lecturers.

e Worry over frequent reqgest to repeat
sentences.

¢ Challenges in integrating with social
and non-academic life

* Despite challenges, help from peers,
supervisors and available academic
support mechanisms helped
overcome English language challenges

e International students overtime got
used to slangs, accent

1. Importance of peer and academic support
in addressing the English language
challenges.

2. Inadequacy of English proficiency tests.

3. Further investment and encouragement
of student engagement in academic English
language support programs.
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