Katherine Warby Q‘
katherine.warby@hud.ac.uk :
School of Music, Humanities and Media

Supervisory Team: Dr Ildiko Csengei, Dr Todd Andrew Borlik
Thesis Title: Representations of Cold Weather in British Romanticism

University of

HUDDERSFIELD

Insplring tomorrow’s professionals

Moving Beyond the Man: Women, Weather

and the World 1n Mary Shelley’s The Last o
Man (1826) T
1. Aim .

This research will demonstrate how the temale characters: Perdita, Idris, the gendered Farth
and the Plague in Mary Shelley’s apocalyptic novel, The Last Man (1826) not only biographically
define her solitude; but illustrate how Shelley began to engage with ecological concerns of the

period. L

2.Analysis:

‘Nature, our mother, and our friend, had turned on us a brow on

menace. [...] She could take our globe, fringed with mountains, girded
by the atmosphere, containing the condition of our being, and all that

man’s mind could invent or his force achieve; she could take the ball in
her hand and cast it into space, where life would be drink up and man

and all his efforts forever annihilated.’
(Shelley, 1985: p.168)

“The Last Man” By John Martin (1849)

e e * Research is concentrated on ‘Mother’” Farth as an inhospitable sphere. 1
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The Morning Post, (1816)

3. Findings:

The Last Man shares Mary Shelley’s concerns and anxieties towards the
potential reality of an ecological apocalypse.

Her portrayal of the FEarth, and the Plague as female characters demonstrate
the emergence of the Anthropocene in the text as man’s failure to construct

true Paradise on Earth.
Mary Shelley’s ‘Last Man’ narrative demonstrates her own thoughts on the

“Weymouth Bay” By John Constable (1816) potential existence of life without man, and how fears of an ecological
apocalypse were still prevalent even ten years after the 1816 disaster.
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