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BACKGROUND FACTS ABOUT CHILDREN WITH AUTISM IN UK

A number of people affected by autism is dramatically increas-

ing while the cause are still unknown with different o Despite reliable tools, autism is remains frequently a mis-, or delayed
interpretations (Szatmari (2003). diagnosis. This situation of delayed and missed ASD diagnosis may be the
problem to a medically undeserved ities, particularly racial and

ethnic minority in England. The delayed and missed ASD diagnosis
dilemma has caused concern to parents especially those of black children
where diagnosed are regardless of race, language, ethnicity and culture
considerations (Ghoroury et al, 2012)

There are 100,000 children with autism in UK (Approx. 1 in
100). They have rights to live in a society that listens and | 7 r
understands them in order to provide quality services
according to their needs. Children with autism deserve to
benefit from the best possible education that prepares them
for adult life with opportunities (beyondautism.org.uk). °

Parents of black children, who notice signs of ASD in their children, are
unable to speak out to health services fearing future negative consequences.
Hence, the need to examine the process of diagnosis of ASD and challenges
faced by affected black children and their families is essential.

To analyse the protocol used to diagnose autism
spectrum disorders in black ethnic and minority
children

To qualitatively analyse the caregivers’ perspectives
on autism spectrum disorder screening and referral
practices of black children

METHODS AND METHODOLOGIES

This project will use a qualitative method througk the study that will be
divided into four sub-studies;

First, through ontological approach, the study will be carried out in African
Communities (AC) with parents of black children diagnosed with ASD
about their understanding of the ASD diagnosis process through semi-
structured interviews

Second, semi-structured interviews will be carried out on black children
with ASD about their experiences living with the condition

Third and fourth, an epistemological approach, using discourse analysis
will emphasise ed ional dical and health professionals’ knowledge
about the factors and symptoms considered through process of the
diagnosis of ASD in black children.
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The study will recruit 33 participants based in England.
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